
Hello All: 
  
I trust you & your family are fine. I am reaching out to you for a temple project which is more than 700 
years old in a small village near Kumbakonam in old Thanjavur District. Few more details about the village 
and temple have been outlined here. 
  
About the Village: 
  
Sethanipuram (www.Sethanipuram.com) , a small village on the banks of river Cauvery, is situated near Sri 
Vanchiyam, Nachiyar Koil and Kudavasal / Nannilam.   
  
Sri Sri Anna’s book titled ('South India and Brahmins History') this village is one among 4 villages where in 
Shukla Yajur Vedis have been living here. The Chola King has donated surrounding lands to them to spread 
Shukla Yajur Veda to South India. It should be around 12/13th BC. As you know temples are the first thing 
that King construct to spread peacefulness for the welfare of the mankind. Shukla Yajur Veda was revealed 
to the sage Yagnavalkya directly by Lord Surya (Sun God). Sri Shukla Yajur veda originally had 15 sakhas out 
of which only two sakhas or branches, called Madyandina and KanvaSakhas are available at present. 
  
The temples in and around the Agraharam themselves are a proof to the sanctity of the village. Located on 
the west is the Lakshmi Narayana Swamy temple which houses the renowned Kothanda Ramaswamy 
Sannadhi. On the eastern side stands Lord Meenakshi Sundareshwarar showering his divine blessings on 
the village. On the banks of river Mudikondan is the Sri Sakthi Ganapathy temple. Thanks to all the good-
hearted people, Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple & Sri Sakthi Ganapathy temple kumbhaphishekam 
happened in October 2012 and August 2014 and Mahasamprokshanam of Sri Lakshmi Narayana temple 
happened in February 2019. 
  
The village is also home to Shri Mahamari Amman, fondly called as Velural, Kuladeivam for more than 3000 
families in and around the village. The renovation and Mahakumbhabhishekam of this temple was 
completed in February 2022 at a cost of around 65 lakhs with immense support from all sides. 
  
Maha Periyava, Sri Yogi Ram Suratkumar, Sri Sri Anna & Maharanyam Sri Muralidhara 
Guruji and the Significance of the Village: 
  
During the villagers’ trip to Thiruvannamalai in early 90’s, they met Sri Yogi Ram Suratkumar and Bhagwan 
Yogi informed us that there is a Samadhi of a Sadhu is located at this village. One of the villagers, Sri 
Ramalingam tried locating this Samadhi after spending couple of years, he has been stopped by Yogi saying 
that this will be done by someone else. There are also printed reports from Kalyana Kalpatharu (edition 
1945), published from Varanasi, stating that Sri Venkatrama Iyer, belonging to this village, was the first to 
spread Panduranga Nama in South India. (http://www.sethanipuram.com/images/TpKodandarama.jpg) 
  
The fact that Maha Periyava has visited this village twice during his Vijay Yathras and has stayed here is a 
testimony to the piousness of the village. This village has been gifted with many scholars and pandits and 
Brahmasri Gopala Ganapadikal is one such great scholar in Shukla Yajur veda. During the scholar’s last days 
Mahaperiyava has visited his home (on HIS own) and gave HIS darshan to the scholar. 
(http://www.sethanipuram.com/pdf/kumudham.pdf) 
  
Sri Sri Anna during his visit to our village in 2019 highlighted about Sri Lakshmi Narayanar and how he is 
saving all villagers whenever required. - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDVqJwrv56c  
  
Maharanyam Sri Sri Muralidhara Guruji has quoted that Sri Chaithanya Maha Prabhu has visited this 
village and stayed here for some time. This is the reason the village was named Chaithanyapuram which 
later came to be called as Sethanipuram. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PCLahOmal0  
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Significance of Sri Meenakshi Sundareshwarar Temple: 
  
Sri Meenakshi Sundareshwarar temple is a very ancient temple with a great history and has 
been constructed with utmost devotion and the activities were personally overseen by the Kings and it 
turned out to be a great monument of worship for ardent devotees of Lord Shiva.  
  
While Lord Sri Sundareshwarar and Goddess Meenakshi are worshipped as principal deities, the temple 
comprises of other sannadhis where other patron deities (Parivara Devata) deities are adored. Starting with 
Vinayagar Sannadhi, the temple has the divine presence of Sri Subramanian Sannadhi, Gajalakshmi 
Sannadhi, Maha Mariamman Sannadhi, Sri Guru Baghawan Sannadhi, Sri Durga Sannadhi, 
Chandikeshwarar Sannadhi, Sri Meenakshi Amman Sannadhi, Sri Sivan Sannadhi, Navagraha Sannadhi, 
Bhairavar, Sooryan & Chandran Sannadhi. In 2016, VijayaLingeshwarar was retrieved from one of the 
village ponds and pradhishta was done in the temple. The Maha Mandapam and the outer Mandapam 
depict the true tradition, architecture and values of Chola culture. 
  
Mahaans like Shri Chinaan Swamigal have also visited this temple. Goddess Meenakshi is known 
for her miracles and Papanasam Sivan, the great Tamil Composer is said to have got special powers after 
seeing Meenakshi. 
  
As per the KshethraMahimai, this sthalam is very special as far as the Sthala, Moorthi and Theertham are 
concerned. It is a prominent ManokarakhaSthalam. (Manokaraka also means “Ruler of Mind”). 
Worshipping this deity will wipe away all agony, problems, and diseases of the mind. The deity would also 
vanquish fears, hatred, sorrow and anxiety; and bestow the devotee with a tranquil mind. 
(http://www.sethanipuram.com/pdf/Astrology.pdf) 
    
Shri Meenakshi Sundareshwarar Temple - Renovation & MahaKumbhabhishekam Appeal: 
  
With Gurunathal’s blessing and Lord Shakti Ganesha’s blessings, it is time for us to renovate and do Maha 
Kumbhabhishekam of Sri Meenakshi Sundareshwarar temple. 
  
As the last Kumbhabhishekam happened 12 years back, the temple needs some major repairs before Maha 
Samprokshanam. We are planning to install a borewell for uninterrupted water supply and strengthen all 
the sannathis , install a new compound wall to protect the temple plots. 
  
With the continued divine blessings, Sri ChaitanyaPura Asthika Samaj, has started the renovation work of 
Shri Meenakshi Sundareshwarar Temple and planning to conduct “MahaKumbhabhishekam” in the 
beginning of 2024. 
 
As per the latest estimates, we need Rs. 25,00,000/- for the renovation and MahaKumbhabhishekam. 
  

We pray Lord Meenakshi Sundareshwarar / Maha Periyava for everyone’s happiness. 
 

Donations can be transferred to the following Trust account. 
  

Name: Sri Chaithanyapura Asthika Samaj (Regd.) 
Bank: City Union Bank Ltd 
Branch: Naranamangalam 

15 Digit A/C No: 196001001787107 
IFSC: CIUB0000445 

  
                    It is a pleasure to be in touch with you again and many thanks in advance. 
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